AGHE Definitions 

In an effort to assist our members, definitions for Gerontology and Geriatrics are presented here that are philosophically congruent with AGHE’s mission, vision and goals.  Note that the original definition for gerontology is “The scientific study of old age” (Metchnikoff, 1903, GSA, 1950); however the field has developed over the years. Although there are other definitions for gerontology and geriatrics that our members may prefer, the AGHE Executive Committee has approved the following:
Gerontology:

Study of the aging process and individuals as they grow from midlife through later life including the study of physical, mental and social changes; the investigation of the changes in society resulting from our aging population; the application of this knowledge to policies, programs, and practice.
Citations:  Rowe and Kahn, 1998; Ferraro, 2006; Quadagno, 2008; Bass, 2009, AGHE 2010

Geriatrics:

The study of health and disease in later life; the comprehensive health care of older persons; and the well-being of their informal caregivers.
Citations: AGHE 2001, Butler, 2008 

NOTE: The Definition of Geriatrics is being reviewed by the AGHE Geriatrics Education Committee and a definition recommendation will be put forth for AGHE Executive Committee approval. This Web page will be updated accordingly.

